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ADMIUISTRATOR APPROVES PUIRTO RICAN ITEEDLEWORK RECOM ENDATIONS
A wage order establishing minimum wage rates for homeworkers doing needlework
in Puerto Rico, fronm 12—1/2 cents to 20 cents an hour, effective December 2, was
signed today by Colonel Philip B. Fleming, Administrator of the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, U. S. Department of Labor. TFactory rates for needlework are set at 20 to_
22-1/2 cents an hour., The estabdlishment of minima for Puerto Rico at rates less

than the 30 cente an hour statutory minimum for the United States was made possible

by an amencdment to the Fair Labor Standards Act passed this spring.
The wage orcler puts into effect with one excention the recommendations of a

comnittee uncer the chairmanshin of llsgr. Froncis J. Haas, which went to the Island

and investizated econonic and competitive conditions in the industry.

Hy

The excention was the rccommendations for fabric cnd leather gloves on which
there will be a further henring, the date %o be announced later.

At the some time the Toriff Commission cnnounced that, ot the recuest of
Colonel Fleming, it hrs instituted on investizotion of commetition in the United
States market between hond-sewn orticles from Puerto Rico and importoations of
similor orticles from other sources. .

The wage order prescribes nayment of at lenst the following roatesg

12-1/2 cents an hour for work in the home on handkerchiefs, houschold articles,
cotton undervcar, infants' wenr, necdlepoint ond hand-hooked, rugs.

15 cents on houvr for work in the home on sillt underwear.

20 cents an hour feor work in the home ond the foctory on children's, ladies!,
men's o~né boys' onporel, ) .

20 cents on honr for worlk in foctories on hnndkerchiefs; household articles;
~otton vnderwenr; infants' wear; ncedlenoint; hond-hoolzed rugs.

22-1/2 cents on hour for work in tho foctories on silk underwear,
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As provided in the rccent amen&mont to the Fair Lebor Standards Act encbling
the establishment of sepnrate minimum vnge roates for Pucrto Rico, the Administra;
tor will issue »niece work rotes commensurate with these hourly wage rates before

the effcctive dnte of the woge order. He will clso issue regulntions prescribing

records to be kept by those plpcing ncodlework in the homes in Puerto Rico.
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