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AI3MINISTPJIT0R APPROVSS PUIIRTO RIC^^T ISEDLSWORIC PJlCOI-niElIDATIONS 

A v/age ord.er establishing rninimum v/ag-e rates for homeworkers doing needlework 

in Puerto Rico, fron 12-1/2 cents to 20 cents an hour, effective December 2, v/as 

signed -fcoda;,̂  bj'- Colonel Philip B. Fleming, Administrator of the Wage and Hour Divi­

sion, U. S. Department of Labor. Factory rates for needlework are set at 20 to_ 

22-1/2 cents an hour. The establishment of minima for Puerto Pdco at rates less 

than the 30 centc an hour statu.tory minimvjn. for the United States was raade possible 
. . . I- ( . 

hy an ameiic'ment to the Fair Labor Standards Act passed this spring. , ,;' 

The v/ag:e order nuts into effect v/ith one exception the recommendations of a 

cornnittee under the chairmanship of llsgr. Fre-iicis J. Haas, whicii v/ent to the Island 

.and investigated economic and compntitive conditions in the industry. 

..;' The enception i/ac the rccorinendations for fabric and leather g'loves on v/hich 

there vill be a further hearing, the date to be an;iounced later. 

At the s.pjne tine the Tariff Ccpmission announced thr.t, r.t the rccuc^t of 

Colonel Flcpiiip;, it has iiirdituted an investigation of competition in the United ::-,'•• 

States market between hand-sewn articles from Puerto Pdco -and importations of 

similar articles from other sources. * 

The v/e.gc orc.cr prescribes naj/aent of at least the following r<ptcs| ' h . 

12-1/2 cents r̂n hour for v/ork in the lionc on handkerchiefs, household articles, 
cotton undcri.'cr.r, infants' vrcr.r, needlepoint and hand-hooked, rugs. 

15 cents en. hour for v/ork in the lio.nc on silk undon/cnr, 

20 cents an hour fer v/ork in the hor.ic p.nd the fe.cto-pj/ on children's, ladies', 
men's .and boys' app.arol, 

20 cents rn hou.r for vrork in fr.ctorics on handkerchiefs; household articles; 
".otton u-nderv/c.ar; i-nfants' v/ear; needle-point; liand-hookcd r̂ ĵ ŝ, 

22-I/2 cents en hour for work in the factories on silk underv/ear, 

• - . . (6305) 



As provided in the recen t axiendncnt to the Fa i r Labor Sta.iida.rds Act enabl ing 

the Gsto.blishment of scp-aratc mininum \ y , c r a t e s for Puerto Pdco, the Adminis t ra­

to r v/ i l l i s s u e p i e c e v/ork r a t e s copunensuratc v.dth these hourl;/ vfO-gc redes before 

the e f f e c t i v e d-ate of the v/agc o rder . Eo v/ill a l so i s sue regul .a t ions p r e s c r i b i n g 

r eco rds to be kept hy those p l a c i n g necdlov/ork in the homes i n Puer to Rico. 

(Publishod i n Fodoral R e g i s t e r , November 16, 1940) 
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